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The National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme (NFPCSP) was initiated to 
enhance national capacity to implement the National Food Policy and the ensuing Plan of 
Action. 
 
The NFPCSP is implemented jointly by the Food Planning and Monitoring Unit (FPMU) 
under the Ministry of Food and Disaster Management (MoFDM), Government of the 
People’s Republic of Bangladesh (GoB) and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), with financial assistance from the European Commission (EC) and 
the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).  
 
The programme aims at strengthening the capacity of the Food Planning and Monitoring 
Unit and the members of the policy wings and planning units in partner ministries to 
effectively implement and monitor the National Food Policy in order to improve food 
availability, enhance physical, social and economic access to food, and ensure safe and 
nutritious food. It also aims at expanding and deepening the civil society capacity to 
conduct high quality research on food security, and to establish an effective platform for 
dialogue between government policy officials and civil society researchers to better inform 
the elaboration and implementation of the NFP as well as its Plan of Action plan. 
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Glossary 
 
BARC: Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council 

BARI: Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute 

BAU: Bangladesh Agricultural University 

BBS: Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics 

BIDS: Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies 

BINA: Bangladesh Institute of Nuclear Agriculture 

BUET: Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology 

CAB: Consumers Association of Bangladesh 

CF: Challenge Fund 

CTA: Chief Technical Advisor 

DCC: Dhaka City Corporation 

DG: Director General   

DMP: Dhaka Metropolitan Police 

EC: European Commission  

ESAE: Agriculture Sector in Economic Development Service   

EW: Early Warning  

FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

FPMU: Food Planning and Monitoring Unit  

GAP: Good Agricultural Practice 

GoB: Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh 

HQ: Head Quarter  

INFS: Institute of Nutrition and Food Science 

MoFDM: Ministry of Food and Disaster Management 

MoHFW: Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

NAEP: New Agricultural Extension Policy 

NFP: National Food Policy 

NFPCSP: National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme 

NGO: Non Governmental Organisation 

PoA: Plan of Action 

PR: Programme Funded Research 

RAP: Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 

RND: Research Needs Digest 

RGA: Research Grant Administrator 

RGP: Research Grant Panel 
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SAAO: Sub-Assistant Agriculture Officer 

SES: Socio-Economic Status 

SIT: Sterile Insect Treatment 

TAT: Technical Assistance Team 

TOR: Terms of Reference 

TRT: Thematic Research Team 

UNDP: United Nations Development Programme 

UNO: Upazila Nirbahi (Executive) Officer 

USAID: United States Agency for International Development  

VGD: Vulnerable Group Development 

VGF: Vulnerable Group Feeding 
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‘The food policy analysts and researchers must look ahead through continued research and 
analysis, to predict what kind of information policy-makers are likely to need several years 
into the future’. 
The National Food Policy, 2006  
 
 
 
1. Introduction  
 
 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the Food Planning 
and Monitoring Unit (FPMU) of the Ministry of Food and Disaster Management (MoFDM) 
organized a consultative workshop on Informed Policy Making for Food Security: Research 
in Support of the National Food Policy, under the National Food Policy Capacity 
Strengthening Programme (NFPCSP), with financial assistance from USAID and the 
European Commission on 7 and 8 July 2008. 
 
A core objective of the NFPCSP is to expand and deepen the capacity of civil society 
(academia and research institutions, universities, international organizations as well as civil 
society representatives) to conduct high quality research on food security issues and to 
support effective dialogue between policy makers and research so as to inform and enrich 
the implementation of the National Food Policy (NFP) 
 
To support this, the NFPCSP is promoting socio-economic research on a broad range of 
food security issues and policies related to food availability, access, and utilization for 
nutrition, as well as cross-cutting issues such as gender, governance, environment and 
infrastructure under its Research Grant Initiative. Two research facilities are available under 
this initiative – the Programme Funded Research (PR) and the Challenge Fund (CF). 
Through the PR facility, NFPCSP supports long-term substantive research, while, under its 
CF facility, the NFPCSP supports short-term research work on existing specific policy 
interventions and practices, including options for scaling-up best practices.  
 
Since October 2007, NFPCSP has been supporting twenty two research studies. Facilitating 
interactions between researchers and promoting dialogue between researchers and 
government food security stakeholders are an integral part of the NFPCSP research 
strategy. A workshop was organized on 5 and 6 December 2007 during which research 
grant awardees shared and discussed with a broad range of stakeholders the objectives and 
methodologies of their research studies. Since then various meetings, field visits and 
seminars involving the research teams, the NFPCSP Technical Assistance Team (TAT), 
FPMU staff and members of the four inter–ministerial Thematic Research Teams (TRT) 
have been taking place to monitor, review and discuss research progress, with special 
reference to methodological issues, expected results and their relevance to food security 
policy making. 
 
 
Objectives: 
 
The consultative workshop, held on 7 and 8 July, was planned with the following objectives:  
 

1) To present the preliminary findings of the research studies to policy makers, peers, 
media and interest groups;  
2) To facilitate dialogue among the researchers and between the researchers and 
policy makers; 
3) To highlight policy implications of the studies in core areas of the National Food 
Policy 
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Expected outcomes:  
 

 Preliminary research findings shared and discussed with policy makers, peers, media 
and interest groups 

 Policy implications of on-going research discussed.  
 
 
The Programme of the Consultative Workshop is given in Annex 1. 
 
The workshop was attended by over 190 participants (Annex 2) from government ministries 
and agencies, academia, NGOs and other civil society organizations. Beginning with an 
Inaugural Session, the workshop programme was divided into five consecutive Technical 
Sessions, which then ended with Concluding Remarks.  
 
 
 
2. Session I: Inaugural Session 
 
 
The workshop began with a recitation from the Holy Quran by Moulana Sultan Ahmed. After 
that, Mr. Nikhil Ranjan Roy, Research Director (Policy), FPMU, MoFDM welcomed the 
guests, experts and participants (full text in Annex 3). He reminded the audience of the 
comprehensive, pro-poor and gender sensitive nature of the National Food Policy that was 
formulated with the view of the WFS goal and the MDG 1 to establish a workable food 
security system in the country. Reiterating that Bangladesh is very susceptible to food 
insecurity, he made a reference to the current escalating food prices, and low production of 
crops due to natural calamities. In particular, Bangladesh and the world in general is now 
under threat of food insecurity due to ecological factors, over population and diversion of 
food crops to biofuel raw materials, he added,. From this point of view, assurance of food 
security for the present situation as well as for the near future is an urgent issue to the 
Government of Bangladesh. So the research topics that have been taken for facilitating food 
security are time demanded and the researchers through their sincere devotion could play a 
vital role  to relief the country from the threaten of insecurity of food, he said. He expressed 
his hope that this opinion sharing seminar among different stakeholders would be helpful to 
enrich the  findings of the researchers. 
 
 
Mr. Ciro Fiorillo, Chief Technical Advisor (CTA) of the NFPCSP highlighted the present food 
security and undernourishment situation while making specific reference to the emerging 
food insecurity in the context of the soaring food prices. He also pointed to the encouraging 
news on the food availability situation given the bumper production of the boro crop and its 
implications for import and the government policy decisions on public import, procurement, 
subsidies and use of fertilizers.  He highlighted the food budget situation and the way ahead 
in terms of addressing the price and public stock challenges. Food policies should therefore 
be flexible and adjust to the market situation and while adopting a comprehensive approach 
to food security to sustain food availability should also reinforce attention to access and 
nutrition.  He  presented the objectives of the workshop within the framework of the NFPCSP 
commitment to support policy makers in addressing the challenges of food insecurity through 
one of its core objectives of promoting food security related research that can enrich and 
inform policy making. He also pointed to the NFP and its ensuing PoA which includes 26 
areas of intervention and 314 actions. He indicated to the audience the various research 
topics under PR and CF categories. He mentioned that the workshop would review the on-
going research with a focus on relevance for policy decision making, present preliminary 
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findings of research activities undertaken until the end of 2007, promote dialogue among 
researchers and policy makers and update progress with second call for proposals.   
 
Mr. Carey Gordon, USAID Deputy Mission Director said ensuring food security for all 
continues to be a development challenge for Bangladesh,  particularly in the face of 
increases in the cost  of food grains and other  food items.  Studies and research both at the 
policy and operational levels play an important role in addressing the challenges of food 
security. It is important to deliver analytical, advisory, and capacity-building services on the 
subjects of public food stocks and distribution systems, and on the monitoring of regional 
and global food grain markets, which are closely linked to the food security of the poor and 
vulnerable populations of the country. The National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening 
Programme (NFPCSP) is designed to contribute to Bangladesh’s capacity to research, 
formulate, review and implement a comprehensive, equitable, gender-sensitive, and pro-
poor National Food Policy.  Through the mechanism of awarding small research grants, the 
NFPCSP has been successful in increasing involvement of Government of Bangladesh 
stakeholders, research centers, universities, civil society organizations, and non-government 
organizations in action-oriented research on food policy and food security issues including 
availability of food, access to food, and food utilization for nutrition. The NFPCSP-funded 
research efforts would contribute to inform and enrich the implementation of the National 
Food Policy, he added.  He said that USAID is honored to work together with the 
Government of Bangladesh, the FAO and the European Commission in the implementation 
of this Programme. See Annex 4 for full text. 
 
H.E. Mr. Stefan Frowein, Ambassador and Head, European Delegation in Bangladesh 
reminded the audience that 7 months ago a similar workshop was organized at the start of 
the research activities supported by the NFPCSP programme which he found very useful. 
He said that food security, translated into the Millennium Development Goal 1, is among the 
most challenging issues since it is a human right (as foreseen in the Universal Declaration) 
which remains far from being granted to each and everyone. The current international food 
price crisis is here to remind us that continuous efforts are necessary, if we are to achieve 
the objective of halving hunger by 2015, he reiterated. The European Union, through its 
Member States and the European Commission, has a long experience of fighting food 
insecurity. Since the beginning of its partnership with Bangladesh, EC has been an active 
partner by the side of the Government and Civil Society. The European Commission 
supports interventions covering all three dimensions of food security: availability, access and 
utilization. These interventions include programmes in the field of rural development and 
agriculture, safety nets as well as enabling policies.  
 
This workshop is one of the many means by which the National Food Policy Capacity 
Strengthening Programme is fostering dialogue and collaboration within and between the 
Government and the Civil Society. It is a platform for the Government and Civil Society to 
build up a strategy and work together.  It is only by embedding policies in sound and clear 
analysis, based on relevant research, that Bangladesh will be able to reinforce an enabling 
environment for sustainable food security, he added. See Annex 5 for full text of the speech. 
 
Mr. Ad Spijkers, FAO Representative in Bangladesh pointed out the opportunity for dialogue 
on food security research issues comes at a critical juncture when the recent changes in the 
global environment – soaring food and energy prices, and climate changes have put 
agriculture and food security back at the heart of the development policy debate. This also 
places new challenges on achieving the World Summit goal of halving the number of hungry 
by 2015 and the National Food Policy (2006) goals of securing food availability, food access 
and improving the nutrition of the people. He highlighted that FAO through the technical 
assistance of NFPCSP funded by EC and the USAID has been supporting the government 
of Bangladesh towards implementing and monitoring the National Food Policy in a 
coordinated and informed manner. The workshop was to take stock and discuss the 
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research findings funded under the Research Grant Initiative in support of the National Food 
Policy and its Plan of Action.  
 
The research studies being largely linked to the most pressing concerns of the policy makers  
indicate that food security policy challenges in Bangladesh are multi faceted and that each 
requires appropriate responses. The full text is given in Annex 6. 
 
The Chief Guest Mr. A.K.M. Abdul Awal Mazumder, Additional Secretary, MoFDM in his 
inaugural address higlighted the fact that Bangladesh has made a commendable progress in 
food production which increased nearly 3 times since independence, outpacing the 
population growth to double. Foodgrain availability from domestic production and import 
increased at the national level which is being successfully maintained overcoming the 
repeated natural disasters like floods and cyclones. However, he noted with despair that a 
large proportion of the population, especially the children and their mothers, still suffer from 
poor state of nutrition and health. The focus of the government policy has therefore 
expanded to include major efforts towards improved nutrition.  
 
He said, the lesson learnt from the highly volatile global food market that has affected 
millions of people of the poor developing countries last year and in the context of the global 
warming that food and food price situations are unlikely to improve in the next one or two 
years, the Government of Bangladesh has given utmost importance to agricultural 
production, as diversified as possible with rice being the first priority, to make the country 
self-sufficient in food. Food security has thus become a prime issue for Bangladesh as is the 
case with many other developing countries thriving on subsistence agriculture. 
 
Food security research is therefore is a need of the day to find ways and means to improve 
food security in the country and to make better informed policy making in implementing the 
National Food Policy and its ensuing Plan of Action. 
 
He expressed his satisfaction that the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, at this juncture of food security threat, is implementing the National Food Policy 
Capacity Strengthening Programme (NFPCSP) which is promoting socio-economic research 
on a broad range of food security issues and policies related to food availability, access, and 
utilization for nutrition, as well as cross-cutting issues, in collaboration with the FPMU of the 
Ministry of Food and Disaster Management and the policy and planning wings of 11 partner 
ministries. He thanked the European Commission and USAID for their financial support in all 
these endeavours 
 
He hoped that the research studies would facilitate improved food security policy making. 
The results of the studies would help improve the capacity of policy makers through debate 
with civil society organizations on policy options to improve food security and nutrition. 
 
He wished the workshop all success and expressed his confidence that the workshop 
outcomes would provide value addition to the research being conducted, that will in turn 
strengthen informed policy making in effective implementation of the National Food Policy 
and its Plan of Action. He concluding his speech by thanking the organizers for inviting him 
to this workshop as the Chief Guest, He then declared the Workshop open.  See Annex 7 for 
full text of the speech. 
 
 
The Chair of the inaugural session Mr. M. Shafiqul Islam highlighted that FAO and the 
MoFDM can act together as a force to strengthen and sustain food security research in 
Bangladesh. FPMU can become a more efficient platform in providing feedback on food 
security issues to the government of Bangladesh, he asserted. He said, food may not be 
accessible even if it is available. In this regard, he hoped that the researchers would look 
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into the short and long term aspects of food security. People all over the world live in 
harmony with food security for all, especially of the poor, he added. He, on behalf of the 
Government, assured FAO and the donors of full support to the second phase of the project 
(NFPCSP). The full text of the speech is given in Annex 8.   
 
 
 
3. Session II: Technical Session on Production and Availability – Part 1 
 
This technical session was chaired by Mr. Kostas Stamoulis, Chief, ESAE, FAO, HQ, Rome 
and co chaired by Mr. Md. Abdur Rahman, Research Director (Early Warning), FPMU. 
NFPCSP funded research studies in the food security dimension of Production and 
Availability were presented in this technical session. A total of six presentations were made. 
However, before the technical papers were presented, Mr. Nur A. Khondaker, Research 
Grant Administrator, NFPCSP gave a brief account of the research work under the First Call 
for Proposal (2007) and the research proposals under the Second Call (2008). 
 
Mr. Khondaker said, last year under the first call for proposal, the Research Grant Panel 
(RGP), the highest award granting authority, approved a total of 22 research proposals – 14 
under Challenge Fund (CF) with total budget allocation of over US$93 thousand and 8 under 
the Programme Research Fund (PR) with total budget allocation of over US$258 thousand. 
He informed the house that the NFPCSP Technical Assistance Team (TAT) members are 
conducting constant monitoring of the studies, in close collaboration with the researchers 
and the FPMU and other government officials, in the form of field visits, in-house seminars 
and through telephonic discussions. He was convinced that all studies were going on well 
from technical as well as administrative point of view. 
 
Mr. Khondaker informed the house that a total of 259 research proposals have been 
received under the Second Call in 2008 (compared to 329 in 2007). Of these, 125 were PR 
proposals (compared to 177 in 2007) and 108 were CF proposals (95 in 2007). There were 
26 proposals were unclassified, compared to 57 in 2007. From these statistics, it is clear that 
this year, fewer number of PR proposals were made by the researchers compared to last 
year for reasons not known yet, while the number of CF proposals remained almost the 
same. He said, the new proposals were under administrative scrutiny, after which hey will be 
placed for evaluation. The final award is expected to be accomplished in October/November 
and the winners will be introduced in a workshop to be held in December, 2008. 
 
He also informed the house that in addition to the research studies being carried out under 
the NFPCSP work plan according to the research themes identified in Research Needs 
Digest (RND), eight specific research studies of immediate policy implications have been 
proposed by the Ministry of Food and Disaster Management for NFPCSP support, NFPCSP 
is now preparing the Terms of Reference (TOR) of these proposals.    
 
The above presentation over, the following technical papers were presented. 
 
 
3.1. Changing Land Use Patterns and Their Impact on Food Security for Farm 
Households in Bangladesh by Prof. Dr. M. Serajul Islam, Bangladesh, Agricultural 
University, Mymensingh  
 
Queries were raised as to whether or not impact of climatic change on land use pattern was 
studied. It was noted that the issue was considered indirectly, as cropping patterns are  
largely dependent on climate and climatic factors in a particular area.  The question of taking 
into account the destruction of soil fertility by raising maize was also discussed. It was noted 
to be positive and was being considered in the research.  The causes of varying per capita 
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food intake under different land use patterns was also deliberated. Apart from land use 
pattern, the research will also examine other factors such as farm size, income, etc. related 
to changing food consumption.  
 
A query was raised and explanation sought on the higher per capita cereal consumption of 
the study respondents. It was noted that food consumption per capita (instead of cereal 
consumption) as shown in the study, was not different from the national average.  
 
The use of control and experimental groups for measuring the impact of changing land use 
patterns was also discussed. It was noted that impact has been measured based on pre and 
post study criteria. Information on situation before adoption of new pattern is being collected 
through PRA. Additionally, HIES data would be used for this purpose. 
 
It was also suggested that the time period should be same for comparing consumption under 
different land use pattern. It was noted that annual data was collected instead of seasonal 
data for comparison purposes.   
 
 
3.2. Study the Implementation Status and Effectiveness of the New Agricultural 
Extension Policy (NAEP) for Technology Adoption by Prof. Dr. Zahurul Karim, Centre 
for Agriresearch and Sustainable Environment and Entrepreneurship, Dhaka 
 
Apart from reviewing the New Agricultural Extension Policy, it was suggested from the house 
that a review of the National Food and Nutrition Policy be also done given its close linkage 
with agriculture extension and nutrition improvement.  The researcher said that this would be 
included in the review as the process was still on-going. The preoccupation of agriculture 
extension officers in fertilizer distribution rather than facilitating extension services was 
discussed. It was noted that the Sub-Assistant Agriculture Officers (SAAO) (the former Block 
Supervisors) were acting as traders and regulators instead of extension facilitators.   
 
It was suggested that the role of media in extension service should be strongly considered 
and this was accepted as being useful and would be considered.  A clarification was sought 
on how crop production had increased if government failed in implementation of NAEP. It 
was pointed out that only cereal production had increased by bringing other crops’ land 
under cereal production. 
 
It was also pointed out that agribusiness enterprise should be surveyed as they are also 
considered as extension agents. At district level meetings, representatives of those 
enterprises had participated. Moreover, information was also collected from some private 
companies.  
 
It was discussed that there was little linkage among the extension service providers and that 
the importance of comprehensive and sustained growth of all sub sectors was not 
addressed. It was also pointed out that visible transfer of new and profitable livestock 
technologies was urgently needed and public and private partnership in extension would 
need to be developed.  
 
3.3. Input Marketing and Management System for Enhancing Future Food Security in 
Coastal Region of Bangladesh by Dr. M. Shamsul Alam, Bangladesh Agricultural 
Research Institute, Gazipur  
 
It was pointed out that the study would need to include more coastal areas but the 
researchers replied that at this stage it was not possible to include more area. It was further 
mentioned that the fertilizer requirements were not practical oriented and the reasons for this 
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were discussed. It was noted that the fertilizer requirement and allotment were not made 
based on cropped area and recommended doses.  
 
Another query was raised on why T. Aman-Mugbean as an important cropping pattern in 
coastal area was not shown in the study results.  It was understood that this pattern might 
exist but areas under groundnut in Hatia and Soybean in Subarnochar were on rise.  
 
Similarly a query was raised on how farmers in remote areas would benefit from the study. 
Recommendations were also made for separating private and public actors in the fertilizer 
distribution chain. Queries were also raised on the question on how market level data would 
be combined with farmers’ data.   
 
 
3.4. Concluding remarks from the Chair 
 
The chair thanked all presenters for their nice deliberations and the audience for their active 
participation in the discussion. He hoped that the researchers would take due note of the 
comments that came from the floor, many of which were really helpful, and conduct their 
research to get better results. 
 
 
 
4. Session II: Technical Session on Production and Availability – Part 2 
 
This session was chaired by Mr. Ciro Fiorillo, CTA, NFPCSP and co-chaired by Mr. Abdur 
Rahman, Research Director (EW), FPMU 
 
This session was a continuation of the NFPCSP-funded research projects in the food 
security dimension of Production and Availability. A total of three presentations was made. 
 
 
4.1. Development of Tilapia Marketing System in Bangladesh: Potential for Food 
Supply by Dr. Shahroz Maheen Hoque (on behalf of Dr. Nesar Ahmed), Bangladesh 
Agricultural University, Mymensingh 
 
Several questions were raised on this presentation. The first was related to the potential of 
developing tilapia marketing particularly when all other fishes pass through same marketing 
system. In view of the very small contribution of tilapia to the total fish production, issues 
were raised as to whether tilapia deserves a special marketing system to develop. Another 
query was related to the way the study on tilapia is expected to help food security.  A point 
was also made on the mismatch of reported findings with the issue of development of tilapia 
marketing.   
 
The paper was presented by the co-investigator on behalf of the principal investigator,.who 
was not able to respond to all the questions raised.  However, she said that she would send 
all the queries to the principal investigator who was currently abroad for his post doctoral 
studies. 
 
4.2. Spectre Problems of Food Distribution Systems and Impact on Household Food 
Security Status in Two Southern Islands of Bangladesh by Noor Md. Rahmatullah, 
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University, Dhaka 
  
Questions were raised about who intervened and influenced the VGD/VGF distribution and if 
there has been any change in the distribution scenario during the current army supported 
period. Other questions were related to the distribution of packed atta for the VGF/VGD 
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ration and if the problem of cheating related to weight of the supplied ration were addressed. 
The house was informed that the leaders of major political parties influenced the distribution 
of VGD and VGF. It was further noted that the packed atta was not distributed in the study 
areas.  
 
4.3. Effects of Using Chemicals and Hormones for Cultivation and Marketing of 
Vegetables and Banana by M. Sekendar Ali (on behalf of the PI, Prof. Md. Hossain 
Bhuiyan), Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University, Dhaka   
    
Issues were raised related to the residual effect of chemicals and pesticides. It was also 
noted that the study had completed 9 months and analysis of the findings were not yet done. 
It was difficult to discuss issues and provide recommendations without having the analysis 
completed. It was discussed that upon receiving experimental recommendation, the crops 
will be grown and results will be verified before it is finally recommended for practice.  
 
Another question raised was about the stage of assessment after use of chemicals and 
pesticides. It was reported that the experiments were yet to be conducted on 
crops/vegetables consumed on both fresh as well as cooked form. It was suggested that the 
effect of boiling/cooking on the chemicals and pesticides should be examined.  Questions 
related to the strategy of reducing the use of pesticides and hormones at farmers’ level was 
also raised. Another question raised was about the necessity of mentioning the brand and 
company names of chemicals and pesticides in the report. Finally, the chemical analysis of 
food adulterants used was also discussed and comment was made that it was not a socio-
economic research, but simply a chemical analysis. It was reported that the socio-economic 
analysis of the study was showing some important effects in this regard. Tolerable dosages 
of chemicals and pesticides will be different for different crops/vegetables and would be 
presented in the study findings. 
 
4.4. Concluding remarks from the Chair 
 
The Chair thanked the researchers for their valuable contribution. He also applauded the 
vibrant audience for their active participation in the discussion and for making contribution by 
making positive criticisms of the papers. He requested the researchers to take the points 
raised during discussion seriously and conduct their research accordingly, which he hoped 
would yield better results. 
 
 
 
5. Session III: Technical Session on Utilization of Food for Nutrition 
 
This session was chaired by Dr. Biplab K. Nandi, Senior Food and Nutrition Officer, FAO 
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (RAP), Bangkok and co-chaired by: Mr. Md. Abdul 
Khaleque, Research Director (Food Security, Consumption and Nutrition Analysis), FPMU. 
 
NFPCSP-funded research projects in the food security dimension of Utilization of Safe 
Food/Nutrition were covered in this technical session. A total of four presentations were 
made.  
 
 
5.1. Institutionalization of Healthy Street Food System in Bangladesh: A Pilot Study 
with Three Wards of Dhaka City Corporation as a Model by Prof. Dr. Hossain Uddin 
Shekhar, Dhaka University (on behalf of the Principal Investigator Mr. Quazi Fazlul 
Haque, Consumers Association of Bangladesh) 
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The activities included the socioeconomic and demographic survey of the street food 
vendors, the formation of task force for formulation of policies and guidelines on healthy 
street food vending systems, microbiological quality  analysis of food samples in Dhaka city 
and upcoming training for food vendors. They had also completed the designing of a model 
food vending cart that was in the procurement process with FAO.  
 
Questions were raised if food items like beef-burgers and other fast foods would be 
representative of street foods. Foods that are sold at the footpath like cooked rice, potato-
fuska etc. should also be examined for microbiological quality. The researcher replied that 
any food that is ready to eat is by definition regarded as ‘street food’. However, he assured 
the house that many more items of food will be covered in the microbiological quality 
assessment in the future. Replying to a question regarding the income sources and the 
strengths of the street food vendors, the researcher said, the findings of the demographic 
and socio-economic survey that has been completed will provide answers to these and other 
questions regarding the socio-economic profile of the vendors. Responding to another 
question about the design of the vending carts which, being open, would be subjected to 
dust and not protected from flies, the researcher said that the vending carts were designed 
in line with those of the neighbouring countries.  Protective display of foods and keeping the 
table top and preparation area clean was a priority and would accordingly be done.  At this 
point, the chair intervened by saying that the Bangkok City Authority in Thailand brought the 
quality of street foods to ‘near safe’ after a lot of effort. It might be truly difficult to achieve 
this in Dhaka city, given its population density, infrastructure and literacy level of the city 
dwellers. However, he asserted that efforts will have to be made to achieve this as much as 
possible. 
 
 
5.2. Capacity Strengthening of Rural Women in Carrying out Post Harvest Activities of 
Vegetables and Fruits towards Food Security by Prof. Dr. Zulfikar Rahman, 
Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh  
 
The main activities of the study had been completed and the analysis was underway. 
Anaylsis of mango products has been completed in Shibganj district and it showed that 
women had either low or medium involvement in post harvest proecssing of mango in this 
area. A high need for capacity strengthening of the women in this district was expressed. 
Regarding, different aspects of capacity strengthening, all respondents expressed a high 
need for management skills-related training as well on post harvest processing of mango. 
 
Opinion was expressed  from the floor that post harvest activities for jams and jelly 
preparation did not only involve preservatives but also proper handling and packaging. In 
response, the presenter stated that these aspects of food safety were covered during the 
training. Another remark was made by a participant that the observed negative correlation 
between training need and farm size and educatioal level was not surprising. The researcher 
agreed with this comment but conceded that the sample size was too small to give a 
concrete conclusion. 
 
 
5.3. Problems and Possibilities of Scaling up Production and Consumption of Safe 
Foods by Dr. M. Abdul Momin, Agriculture Research Station, BARI, Pabna  
 
The major constraints to production of safe food such as lack of demand and sale of safe 
food, awareness on dangers of poisons, safe technology and inputs and unavailability of 
safe inputs, were highlighted. Major constraints related to sale of safe food were lack of 
consumer’s trust on safety claims, unavailbility of safe foods by time and number of items, 
lack of awareness on importance and availability of safe foods and less care to the quality of 
fresh safe foods.  It was recommended that mechanims for building consumers’ trust, 
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formation of good agricultural practices (GAP) for safe food and their implmentation must be 
established.  
 
A query was made from the floor on the yield of produce (vegetables and fruits) on non-
chemical agriculture. The researcher said that the yield was no less than the national 
average even when biopesticides are used. 
 
 
5.4. Screening for Nutritionally Rich and Low Glycemia Index Bangladeshi Rice 
Varieties by Prof. Dr. Md. Zakir Hossain Howlader, Dhaka University 
 
It was reported that the study had investigated almost all the parameters to examine and 
analyze the nutritional values (including the vitamins and minerals) of 10 selected rice 
varieties. It was noted that of all the varieties, the amylose content is highest in BR -16 
variety (29%). It is likley that this variety might have a low glycemic index, but confirmation 
will be done only after the analysis of all the rice varieties was completed. 
 
Responding to a reaction from the floor on the justification of analyzing the micronutrient 
contents which probably have no relation with glycaemic index,  the researcher said, these 
analyses were done to have a complete picture on the proximate composition of the rice 
varieties. Later on, correlation analysis will be done between each nutrient and glycaemic 
index.  
 
 
5.5. Concluding remarks from the Chair 
 
The Co-chair applauded the quality of the research studies presented in the session and 
praised the researchers for their nice presentation. The Chair summarized the main features 
of the studies and expressed the hope that the findings of the studies would contribute 
significantly to better informed policy making in the area of utilization of food for nutrition. He 
thanked all participants for their active participation in the discussion that made the session a 
lively one. He requested the researchers to give due consideration to the suggestions that 
came from the floor while conducting their studies. He then declared the session closed.   
 
 
 
6. Session IV: Technical Session on Economic, Physical and Social Access 
 
 
This session was chaired by Dr. Mahabub Hossain, Executive Director, BRAC and co-
chaired by Mr. Md. Ruhul Amin, Research Director (Market Monitoring), FPMU. 
 
NFPCSP-funded research projects in the food security dimension of Economic, Physical and 
Social Access issues were presented in this session. A total of five presentations were 
made. These are as follows. 
 
6.1. Re-emergence of food insecurity in Bangladesh? Instability in Food Production 
and Prices, Nature of Food Markets, Impacts and Policy by Dr. K.A.S. Murshid, 
Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies  
 
Various questions were raised on the first presentation by Dr. Murshid. It was pointed out by 
one participant that the difference in farmers’ margin between Bogra and Noakhali was too 
high. Was it due to wage differences in the two locations? It was pointed out by one 
participant that cost-benefit margin in rice production is 69% for farmers and 26% for 
retailers. The chair commented at this point that this margin for the retailers was also too 
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high; he wondered what the government could do about it. The high marketing margin for 
rice compared to other two commodities was also questioned. One participant questioned 
the rationale for selection of brinjal as the representative item for vegetables. It was also 
pointed out that more results were expected from the study at the given stage of the 
research.   
 
Dr. Murshid in his response mentioned that work on the project effectively started from 
January/08 and much of the results were yet to come out from the analysis which was still in 
progress. He assured that the final report would take into account the points raised during 
the discussion.  
 
 
 
6.2. Impact of Paid Employment and Self Employment on Income by Dr. Rushidan 
Islam Rahman, Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies   
 
On the second paper by Dr. Rushidan Islam, it was pointed out that analysis of calorie intake 
needs would need to be done for the population both below and above the poverty lines. At 
this point, Dr. Rushidan said that 80% consumption was considered as adequacy cut-off. 
Another participant wanted to know how protein adequacy was calculated. A query was also 
raised as to how data of 2005 would be reconciled with those of 2007. There was also the 
question of validation of the statement that November was the lean period of food intake by 
the poor. On the issue of protein adequacy, Dr Islam said that she did not examine protein 
adequacy but merely looked at the inclusion of protein rich foods in the diet.  
 
She noted that there is a pervasive fear of food crisis. Poor households feel that they are left 
to fend for themselves. Given the periods of harvesting, the lean periods are reduced and 
those below hard core poverty line are considered. The study has been considered mainly 
from that view point.  
 
 
 
6.3. Price Stabilization, Market Integration and Consumer Welfare in Bangladesh by 
Dr. Naeem Choudhury, Bangladesh Rice Foundation  
 
A query was raised on the statement that yield of Aman was determined more by 
agroecological factors than by farmers’ management practices and this was questioned. Dr. 
Chowdhury reiterated that labour input to crop yield was not ignored. One participant pointed 
out that it is well known that medium high land is good for Aman. The real issue was of 
releasing some Aman land for production of other crops. According to one participant, more 
explanations were necessary for negative and high correlations for some of the variables. It 
was also pointed out that it was important to incorporate price expectation in the econometric 
model. The author agreed to most of the comments and took note of the relevant points to 
address them in the subsequent analysis.  
 
 
 
6.4. Food Security for the Poor: Exploring Policy Options under Alternative Policy 
Regimes by Dr. Rushad Faridi, Economic Research Group  
 
An issue was raised related to the fact that it was not enough to consider only the price of 
rice. It would be important to take into account the price of wheat flour (atta) which is a close 
complement and/or substitute of rice.  Importance of pulses was also mentioned on 
nutritional grounds. It was mentioned that the problem of co-linearity may not have been 



 
 

15

adequately addressed in the model estimation. Besides, the model contained too many lag 
variables and thus may have suffered from specification problem.  
 
Dr. Faridi replied that price of atta was already taken into account in the model. He also 
mentioned that the focus of the study was on calorie based food security and not overall 
nutritional security. Therefore pulses were not taken into account. The author said that he 
would take the specific issues into account in the subsequent analysis.  
 
 
 
6.5. Community Participation, Local Power Structure and Effective Safety Net 
Management in the Vulnerable Char Lands in Bangladesh by Dr. M. Maniruzzaman,  
Centre for Agriresearch and Sustainable Environment and Entrepreneurship 
 
The last (fifth) paper of the session was presented by Dr. Maniruzzaman. One participant 
wanted to know whether the author would address the issue of leakage in the distribution 
and suggest measures to minimize leakage. Another participant commented that there 
should have been provision of comparison of the Char land pictures with mainland ones, 
particularly because the local power structures in charlands is stronger than in the mainland. 
The author was asked as to how he would validate/discuss his results relating to problems of 
implementation in presence of the government officials. One participant also raised the 
concern that there were too many variables in so many models and it would be difficult to 
implement them. 
 
The author tried to answer the questions and rationalized the selection of Char land areas. 
He also said that the comments were noted carefully and necessary care would be taken to 
incorporate those in the subsequent analysis.  
 
 
6.6. Concluding remarks from the Chair 
 
The Chair of the session Dr. Mahabub Hossain underscored the importance of the session in 
which a good number of policy related papers were presented. He particularly highlighted a 
number of policy issues such as price stabilization, market performance and employment 
generation which were addressed in the papers. He urged upon the authors to take note of 
the important suggestions coming out from discussion in the session and incorporate those 
in the subsequent analysis for enriching their findings. 
 
 
 
7. Session V: Technical Session on Cross Cutting Issues 
 
This session was chaired by Dr. Kostas Stamoulis, Chief, ESAE, FAO HQ, Rome and co 
chaired by Mr. Nikhil Roy, Research Director (Policy), FPMU. NFPCSP-funded research 
projects in the food security dimension adressing cross cutting issues were covered in this 
technical session. A total of seven presentations were made. At the outset, the chair 
introduced himself and his co-chair and invited the first presenter to initiate the session.  
 
 
7.1. Impacts of Anthropogenic Activities on Natural Resources and Food Security in 
the Coastal Region of Bangladesh by Prof. Dr. Md. Giashuddin Miah, Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Agricultural University, Salna, Gazipur 
 
The presenter pointed out that the findings presented were based on PRA exercises as 
secondary data and field observations and monitoring were still in process. In the 
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presentation, the negative effects of shrimp cultivation were pointed out and harmful effects 
of algae were also mentioned. However, one of the participants pointed out that algae can 
actually increase soil fertility. The presenter pointed that this was based on the results of 
Focus Group Discussion where participants complained that algae soften the soil causing 
problems. The real effects of algae will however be analyzed, he said.  
 
It was suggested that salinity problems could be managed to some extent by using adequate 
agronomic methods and that this should be taken into consideration as the paper covers 
human interventions.  
 
Reiterating the fact that 34% of the population in the shrimp farming areas analyzed is food 
insecure, a member of the audience asked the presenter to suggest policy options to deal 
with the problem. Would going back to rice farming instead of shrimp farming be an option? 
The presenter explained that given the substantial amount of foreign exchange brought into 
the country by this industry, abolishing shrimp farming would not be an option. However, 
controls could be set up by the government. He also stressed that shrimp farming was not 
the only element affecting food security in those areas.  
 
Another participant explained that certain types of shrimp farming can in fact be carried out 
without too much negative impact. The Chair pointed that having to import rice because 
shrimp farming had replaced rice cultivation was not a bad thing in itself if better profit was 
being made out of the former. What needed to be shown was whether shrimp cultivation was 
better or, conversely, negatively affected the livelihoods and food security of the majority of 
people in the area. The author, however, opined that by and large, the shrimp community is 
not benefited by shrimp farming, only the owners. 
 
 
7.2. Study of the Impact of Intensive Cropping on the Long Term Degradation of 
Natural Resources in Some Selected Agro Ecological Regions of Bangladesh by Dr. 
Nepal Chandra Dey, Centre for Agriresearch and Sustainable Environment and 
Entrepreneurship 
 
The presentation started by stating that the equivalent of the combined areas of China and 
India is suffering from degradation worldwide.  Responding to a query from the audience, the 
presenter explained that cow-dung is used in the study areas and he would consider the 
content of organic matter present in the soil following the soil analysis yet to be carried out.  
 
A question was raised regarding the recommendations made on dosage of fertilizer to be 
used. It was pointed out that the main part of the study was yet to come in the form of 
information on the actual impact of intensive cropping on the long term degradation of 
natural resources. 
 
 
7.3. Transparency and Accountability for Ensuring Food Security in Bangladesh: A 
Study of Field Institutions by Prof. Dr. Abul Kashem Mozumder, Jahangirnagar 
University 
 
The co-investigator, Dr. Muinul Islam, presented the paper on behalf of the Principal 
Investigator. He clarified that the presentation would be based on qualitative observations 
given that the quantitative part of the study was still in progress.  
 
One member of the audience commented on the fact that democracy alone could not ensure 
growth in the country - democracy which, he felt, at the moment, is of real concern. Offering 
a policy framework for policy change is a responsibility. Universities and researchers need to 
work towards that. He also felt that Bangladesh needs dedicated leadership with a vision 
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and stressed the fact that transparency and accountability should prevail in the society on 
the whole. 
 
Another participant commented on the fact that there were too many committees and asked 
if power should be decentralized? The presenter pointed out that the study had found that 
some upazila level officials were not very burdened by work whereas the Upazila Nirbahi 
Officers (UNOs) really are. Given this, redistribution of work and responsibilities could be 
reconsidered. This was indeed confirmed by a participant who spoke as a person with a long 
experience in the field as a government official; he felt that there is a lot of overlap between 
upazila level committees and that the system could be streamlined.  
 
Clarification was sought on what the presenter had said regarding the lack of official policy 
on VGD and VGF as it was felt that this was not really the case. The presenter felt that there 
was some misunderstanding as there is indeed a clear policy on VGD and VGF. The 
problem arises in the application with, for example, VGD and VGF cards not being 
distributed in a systematic way. For example, it is not clear as to how many cards can be 
distributed per area.   
 
 
7.4. Integrated Management of Coastal Zone for Food Security by Prof. Dr. B. K. Bala, 
Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh 
 
On why only three coastal areas (Satkhira, Khulna and Barguna) had been selected in the 
study, which in fact may be misleading,  the researcher explained that for lack of resources, 
only a sample could be looked at in detail. Based on previous papers and the present one, a 
participant noted that a clear scenario was emerging from coastal regions: due to shrimp 
culture, soil fertility is decreasing. Yet, nothing is being done to prevent this cultivation 
because people engaged in this business are powerful. There is little crop scientists can do, 
but it was suggested that FAO could play a vital role. The modeling shows that at some point 
shrimp culture will decrease like in Thailand, but it will be too late to switch back to rice. So 
compromises should be made now.  
 
An expert in the audience clarified that Bangladesh would not experience the same 
trajectory as Thailand. Indeed, the Bangladesh shrimp farming was unlikely to collapse 
because it is using traditional, semi-intensive methods which can be improved. Rice and 
shrimp can be cultivated together and in fact help each other rather than impinge on each 
other. He felt that wrong information kept on getting recycled with the same wrong 
information: for example, he did not think only wealthy people are involved in shrimp farming. 
Having collected data on 20,000 households involved in shrimp farming for his own work, 
this researcher had found that very few had more than one hectare farms, showing the 
limited extent of their wealth.   
 
To this, it was noted from a reply  from the audience that most farmers are in favour of rice 
cultivation not shrimp but that they are indeed doing shrimp culture for lack of choice as their 
land becomes saline.  
 
 
7.5. Global Warming and Sea Level Rising: Impact on Bangladesh Agriculture and 
Food Security by Prof. Dr. M. A. Halim Khan, Bangladesh Agricultural University, 
Mymensingh  
 
Some members of the audience hailed the presenter for giving valuable information on 
climate change scenario in Bangladesh. However, one participant criticized that there was 
no data on sea level rise for Bangladesh. Some of the suggestions made by the presenter 
were also challenged by the audience. For example, suggesting that boro be cultivated in 
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some of the coastal areas did not take into account the need for irrigation which is scare in 
coastal areas.  
 
The presenter emphasized that most people were reluctant to cultivate after aman is 
harvested in the coastal areas he studied because they thought the land is saline which it is 
not until mid February. Therefore, wheat could be cultivated there as its cycle is 120 days. 
For boro, it would too be possible if short cycle varieties could be developed. He gave the 
example of Indonesia, Cambodia and Philippines, were rice is cultivated in saline water. 
Maize was given as another option to grow in these coastal areas.  
 
Not everyone agreed with the feasibility of these suggestions. For example, on bringing 
forward the aman and boro cycles by 15 days, it was felt that this would not be possible 
because T. aman is local rice and resistant to salinity because it is planted at a time when 
there is abundance of rain to decrease the salinity level. Planting rabi crop would be difficult 
because the land remains marshy after planting T. aman. Rabi planting would only be 
possible in ditches. 
 
 
7.6. Effects of Environmental Degradation on Food Security in the St. Martin’s Island 
of Bangladesh by Prof. Dr. Mohammed Mostafa Feeroz, Department of Zoology, 
Jahangirnagar University 
 
A member of the audience who worked on St Martin’s in 1984 recalled that betel and 
coconut were cash crops at the time. He enquired as to whether this was still the case given 
that no mention was made of this during the presentation. The presenter clarified how betel 
nut production has declined dramatically because of new activities such as tourism. Only two 
or three households carry out this activity at this moment.   
 
 A question on the human aspect of the island was raised. It was clarified that currently, only 
primary education system is available on the island although there is demand for secondary 
education.  
 
A participant stressed that seaweeds were important for many people on the island and 
should be maintained. The presenter indeed confirmed how the people from Myanmar living 
on the island relied on this natural resource and how some of it was sent to Thailand. 
However, the study did not look in detail at how many people are collecting this food. 
 
On the issue of ownership of land, Professor Feroz explained that the cultivated land was 
mainly owned by the local people. But because of development of tourism, many outside 
people have bought land at high prices and have converted the land from food producing to 
industrial enterprises. There are some protected areas which are owned by the Government 
and nothing can be done to these but the others are subjected to sales given that they are 
privately owned.  
 
 
7.7. Homestead Plant Biodiversity in the Southwestern Coastal Zone of Bangladesh: 
Way Forward to Identification, Utilization and Conservation by Mr. Atiq Ullah, 
Department of Botany, Jahangirnagar University 
 
The paper was presented by the co-investigator on behalf of the PI Prof. Dr. Mahfuzur 
Rahman. The presenter explaining how because of the devastating cyclone Sidr, a lot of 
homestead plants were destroyed. Many trees were cut even after the cyclone, due to 
financial constraints. Although there is some land, nothing is planted. If financial help could 
be given now, that would help the people in the areas under study survive.  It was stressed 
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that all English and scientific names of all plant varieties would be specified in the final 
report. 
 
 
 
8. Concluding remarks from the Chair 
 
In his concluding remarks, the chair of the session Dr. Kostas Stamoulis reiterated that 
although this was the end of the workshop, this was also the beginning of another phase for 
the researchers, for some, the last stretch of their research. He said he found all the papers 
fascinating. He congratulated all presenters. 
 
He said, the last session looked at the ecosystem. The model presented in one paper was 
like an ecological ‘foot-print’. One major conclusion of the session was that people living in 
their ecosystem adjust with the system, but sometimes destroying the balance. If we are not 
careful about it, the ecosystem will bite back. Yet, it is difficult to take a balanced view on the 
issue of the ecosystem, when you know that people who are not living in balance with the 
ecosystem are the people who cannot do otherwise for their survival.  Policy choices are 
therefore very difficult. Sometimes, he felt that the papers were biased towards the 
ecosystem, but that is probably because they have not analyzed the food security aspect 
yet.  
 
There is some way to go with some papers before they can actually address the 
socioeconomic factors involved in the phenomenon they are looking at, in order to see what 
policy could do. 
 
On the accountability, although what was found was not encouraging, having the possibility 
to discuss such issues in such a forum is an achievement of this project. Indeed, delicate 
issues can be discussed by researchers, thanks to the project.  
 
Dr. Stamoulis extended his thanks to everyone. Researchers have obviously taken to heart 
their work. Unfortunately time is limited. 
 
As a general context, he felt the period in which this research program on food security is 
taking place is unforeseen. The severity of certain phenomena such as the rise of food 
prices has precipitated since last workshop. At that time we were talking about high prices, 
but what we experienced in last two months is beyond expectation. So this workshop is 
happening at a peak time. If one looks at the explosion of basic food commodities, one can 
understand that this is not business as usual. It is a critical time and so the challenges for 
food security are obvious. The threats to food security are with us but we need to turn this 
threat into an opportunity to see what we can do about agriculture and take the opportunity 
to put it at the top of the agenda. In general, in the world, agriculture needs to be taken out of 
the bottom of the development priorities (although this may not be the case in Bangladesh). 
This may be currently happening in the G8 that is taking place at the same time. 
 
BY 2020, some nine billion people with a majority living in cities will have to be fed on this 
planet. At the same time, in our drive to increase production and productivity, we may forget 
the threats that may be imposed to the natural resources and environment yet it is critical to 
recognize this. The project has done a good service by bringing this to the fore.  
 
For the last two days, something very important was achieved in spite of some shortcomings 
of some papers. Most papers have moved forward. There is possibility to overcome the 
shortcomings identified. All participants should be proud and reassured. They are part of 
body of evidence that will come out in the end. 
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Finally, Dr. Stamoulis stressed that this project belongs to all of us (those who have 
something to do with food security, in its multifaceted nature), to the government, to the 
researchers  and that it is extraordinary because it has taken on the entire facets of food 
security – food availability, accessibility to food, utilization of food for nutrition and also the 
cross-cutting issues.. He ended by thanking all once again and by hoping that the difficulties 
of getting to Phase II of the project would soon be overcome so that in six months from now, 
a second round of researches could be discussed in such an occasion.   
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Annexes 

 
 

Annex 1. Programme of the workshop  
 
Date:     07 and 08 July 2008 (Monday and Tuesday)       
Venue:   Shaheed Nurul Amin Hall, Bangladesh Institute of Administrative 

Management (BIAM) Foundation, 63 New Eskaton, Dhaka  
 

DAY ONE:  07 July, 2008  
09 00 ~ 09 25 Arrival and Registration 
09 25 ~ 09 30 Guests take their seats 
 
 
Session I:   Inaugural Session  

Chair: Mr. M. Shafiqul Islam, Director General (in charge), FPMU, MoFDM  
 Rapporteurs: Ms. Lalita Bhattacharjee, NFPCSP & Mr. Feroz A.  
           Mahmud, FPMU 

09 30 ~ 09 35 Recitation from the Holy Quran   
 
09 35 ~ 09 45 Welcome address by Mr. Nikhil R. Roy, Research Director (Policy), MoFDM 
09 45 ~ 10 00 Workshop Objectives by Mr. Ciro Fiorillo, Chief Technical Advisor, NFPCSP 
10 00 ~ 10 10 Address by the Guest of Honour, Ms. Denise Rollins, Head of Mission, 

USAID, Dhaka, Bangladesh 
10 10 ~ 10 20 Address by the Guest of Honour Mr. Stefan Frowein, Ambassador and Head 

of Delegation, Delegation of the European Commission, Bangladesh  
10 20 ~ 10 30 Address by the Special Guest Mr. Ad Spijkers, FAO Representative in 

Bangladesh  
10 30 ~ 10 45 Address by the Chief Guest  Mr. A.K.M. Abdul Awal Mazumder, Additional 

Secretary, Ministry of Food and Disaster Management 
10 45 ~ 10 55 Address by the Chair Mr. M. Shafiqul Islam, Director General (in charge), 

FPMU, MoFDM  
 
10 55 ~ 11 10 Tea/Coffee  
 
 
Session II:   Technical Session  

Chair: Mr. Shafiqul Islam, Director General (Acting), FPMU, MoFDM 
         Co-chair: Mr. Md. Abdur Rahman, Research Director, FPMU 

Rapporteurs: Mr. Shaikh A. Sabur, NFPCSP & Mr. Mostafa F. Al Banna, 
FPMU  
 

11 10 ~ 11 25 Overview of research work in progress and Second Call for Proposals by Mr. 
Nur A. Khondaker, Research Grant Administrator, NFPCSP, FAO 

 
Research Area: Production and Availability - Part I  
11 25 ~ 11 45 Changing land use patterns and their impact on food security for farm 

households in Bangladesh by  Prof. Dr. M. Serajul Islam, Bureau of Socio 
Economic Research and Training, Bangladesh Agricultural University 

11 45 ~ 12 05 Study of the implementation status and effectiveness of new agriculture 
extension policy for technology adoption by Prof. Dr. Zahurul Karim, Centre 
for Agriresearch and Sustainable Environment and Entrepreneurship. 
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12 05 ~ 12 20 Input marketing and management system in relation to food security in 
coastal region of Bangladesh by Dr. Md. Shamsul Alam, Planning and 
Evaluation Division, BARI 

12 20 ~ 13 00 Discussion  
 
13 00 ~ 14 00 Lunch  

 
 

Session III:  Research Area: Production and Availability - Part II  
 Chair: Mr. Ciro Fiorillo, Chief Technical Advisor, NFPCSP, FAO 

Co-chair: Mr. Md. Abdur Rahman, Research Director (EW), FPMU 
Rapporteurs: Mr. Ferdous Alam, NFPCSP & Mr. Md. Abul Hashem, FPMU  

 
14 00 ~ 14 15 Development of Tilapia marketing systems in Bangladesh: potential for food 

supply by Dr. Nesar Ahmed, Department of Fisheries Management, 
Bangladesh Agricultural University 

14 15 ~ 14 30 Spectre problems of food distribution systems and impact on household food 
security status in two southern islands of Bangladesh by Mr. Noor Md. 
Rahmatullah, Department of Agricultural Statistics, Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural 
University 

14 30 ~ 14 45 Effects of using chemicals and hormones for cultivation and marketing of 
vegetables and banana by Prof. Md Hossain Bhuiyan, Dept. of Agriculture 
Extension and Information System, Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University 

14 45 ~ 15 15 Discussion 
 
15 15 ~ 15 30 Tea/Coffee 
 
 
Session IV Research Area: Utilization of Safe Food/Nutrition 

Chair: Mr. B. K. Nandi, Senior Food and Nutrition Officer, FAO-RAP, Thailand  
Co-chair: Mr. Md. Abdul Khaleque, Research Director (Nutrition), FPMU 
Rapporteurs: Mr. Harun K. M. Yusuf, NFPCSP & Ms. Alima N. Jahan, FPMU 
 

15 30 ~ 15 50 Institutionalization of healthy street food system in Bangladesh: a pilot study 
with three wards of Dhaka City Corporation as a model by Mr. Quazi Fazlul 
Haque, Consumers Association of Bangladesh (CAB) 

15 50 ~ 16 10 Capacity Strengthening of rural women in carrying out post harvest activities 
of vegetables and fruits towards food security by Prof. Dr. Zulfikar Rahman, 
Department of Agriculture Extension Education, Bangladesh Agricultural 
University 

16 10 ~ 16 30 Discussion 
16 30 ~ 16 45 Problems and possibilities of scaling up production and consumption of safe 

foods by Dr. M. Abdul Momin, Agriculture Research Station, Pabna 
16 45 ~ 17 00 Screening of nutritionally rich and low glycemic index Bangladeshi rice 

varieties by Dr. Md. Zakir Hossain Howladar, Department of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology, Dhaka University. 

17 00 ~ 17 30 Discussion 
 
 
DAY TWO: 08 July 2008  
 
 
Session V: Research Area:  Economic, Physical and Social Access   
   Chair: Dr. Mahabub Hossain, Executive Director, BRAC 

Co-chair: Mr. Md. Ruhul Amin, Research Director, FPMU 
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Rapporteurs: Mr. Rezaul Karim Talukder, NFPCSP & Ms. Ferdousi Ara, 
FPMU 
 

09 30 ~ 09 50 Re-emergence of food insecurity in Bangladesh? Instability in food production 
and prices, nature of food markets, impact and policy by Dr. Khan A. S. 
Murshid, Director Research, Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies 

09 50 ~ 10 10 Impact of paid employment and self employment on income by Dr. Rushidan 
Islam Rahman, Director Research, Bangladesh Institute of Development 
Studies 

10 10 ~ 10 30 Price stabilization, market integration and consumer welfare in Bangladesh by 
Dr. Naeem Chowdhury, Bangladesh Rice Foundation 

10 30 ~ 11 00 Discussion 
 
11 00 ~ 11 15 Tea / Coffee 
 
11 15 ~ 11 30 Food security for the poor: exploring policy options under alternative price 

regimes, by Dr. Rushad Faridi, Economic Research Group 
11 30 ~ 11 45 Community participation, local power structure and effective safety net 

management in the vulnerable char lands of Bangladesh by Dr. M. 
Muniruzzaman, Centre for Agriresearch and Sustainable Environment and 
Entrepreneurship 

11 45 ~12 00 Discussion 
 
 
Session VI:  Research Area: Cross Cutting Issues    
  Chair: Mr. Kostas Stamoulis, Chief, ESAE, FAO, HQ, Rome, Italy  

Co-chair: Mr. Nikhil R. Roy, Research Director (Policy), FPMU 
Rapporteurs: Ms. Marie Jo A. Cortijo, NFPCSP & Mr. Mahbubur Rahman, 
FPMU 
 

12 00 ~ 12 20 Impacts of anthropogenic activities on natural resources and food security in 
the coastal region of Bangladesh by Prof. Dr. Md. Giashuddin Miah, 
Department of Agro-forestry and Environment, BSMRAU 

12 20 ~12 35 Study of the impact of intensive cropping on the long term degradation of 
natural resources in some selected agro ecological regions of Bangladesh by 
Dr. Nepal Chandra Dey, Centre for Agriresearch and Sustainable 
Environment and Entrepreneurship 

12 35 ~ 12 50 Transparency and accountability for ensuring food security in Bangladesh: a 
study on field institutions by Prof. Dr. Abul Kashem Mozumder, Department of 
Public Administration, Jahangirnagar University 

12 50~ 13 05 ntegrated management of coastal zone for food security by Prof Dr B.K. Bala, 
Department of Farm Power and Machinery, Bangladesh Agricultural 
University 

 
13 05 ~ 14 00 Lunch  
14 00 ~14 30 Discussion 
14 30 ~ 14 45 Global warming and sea level rising: impact on Bangladesh agriculture and 

food security by Prof. Dr. M.A. Halim Khan, Department of Crop Botany, 
Bangladesh Agricultural University 

14 45 ~ 15 00 Effects of environmental degradation on food security in the St. Martin’s 
island of Bangladesh by  Prof. Dr. Mohammed Mostafa Feeroz, Department 
of Zoology, Jahangirnagar University 

15 00 ~ 15 15  Homestead plant biodiversity in the southwestern coastal zone of 
Bangladesh: way forward to identification, utilization and conservation by 
Prof. Dr. Mahfuzur Rahman, Department of Botany, Jahangirnagar University 
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15 15 ~15 45 Discussion 
15 45 ~ 16 00 Concluding Remarks. 
 
16 00   Tea/Coffee 
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Annex 3: Welcome address by Mr. Nihkil Ranjan Roy, Research Director, 
FPMU, MoFDM 
 
Hon’ble Chairman of this inaugural session Mr. Md. Shafiqul Islam, Director General, FPMU, 
Ministry of Food and Disaster Management  
Hon’ble Chief Guest Mr. A. K. M. Abdul Awal Mazumder, Additional Secretary, Ministry of 
Food and Disaster Management 
Special Guest Mr. Ad Spijkers, FAO Representative in Bangladesh  
Guests of Honour, His Excellency Mr. Stefan Frowein, Ambassador and Head of Delegation 
of the European Commission in Bangladesh and  
Mr. Carey N. Gordon, Deputy Mission Director of USAID Bangladesh  
Mr. Kostas Stamoulis, Head of ESAE, FAO Headquarters, Rome  
Distinguished research scientists, fellow colleagues from the ministries, representative from 
civil society organizations, Ladies and Gentlemen:  
 
A very good morning to you all on behalf of the Food Planning and Monitoring Unit of the 
Ministry of Food and Disaster Management.  
 
It gives me great pleasure to extend my hearty welcome to you all to this inaugural session 
of the two-day Workshop on “Research in support of the national food policy: Review of 
preliminary findings” organized by the Food Planning and Monitoring Unit of the Ministry of 
Food and Disaster Management in collaboration with FAO of the UN. 
 
We know, the new National Food Policy was formulated by the Government of Bangladesh 
in 2006 with the major objective to ensure food security for all, with special emphasis on the 
poor. The Policy is indeed a comprehensive, equitable, pro-poor and gender sensitive 
national policy formulated in line with the Word Food Summit target and the Millennium 
Development Goals, to establish a workable food security system in the country, so that a 
dependable sustained food security can be attained for all people of the country at all times.  
 
For effective implementation of the National Food Policy, FPMU under the Ministry of Food 
and Disaster Management, in collaboration with 11 partner ministries, has undertaken the 
project National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme (NFPCSP) with technical 
assistance of FAO and financial support of the European Commission and the USAID. One 
important component of the project is designed to expand and deepen the capacity within 
civil society to conduct food security research and to establish stronger links between the 
policy analysts in the GoB and the researchers in civil society and within civil society for the 
elaboration and implementation of the National Food Policy (NFP). The specific objective of 
this component is to improve research and dialogue in civil society, private enterprises, 
universities, research centers, think tanks, NGOs and the general public in order to inform 
and enrich the implementation of the National Food Policy.  
 
To support this, the programme is promoting socio-economic research on a broad range of 
food security issues and policies related to food availability, access, and utilization for 
nutrition, as well as cross-cutting issues such as gender, governance, environment and 
infrastructure under its Research Grant Initiative.  
 
As we know, a workshop was organized on 5 and 6 December 2007, during which research 
grant awardees shared and discussed with a broad range of stakeholders the objectives and 
methodologies of their research studies. Since then, various meetings, field visits and in-
house seminars were held, involving the research teams, the NFPCSP Technical Assistance 
Team (TAT), FPMU staff and members of the four inter-ministerial Thematic Research 
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Teams (TRT) to review and discuss research progress, with special reference to 
methodological issues, expected results and their relevance to food security policy-making.  
 
The present two-day workshop has been arranged to present the preliminary findings of the 
research studies, to facilitate dialogue between researchers and policy makers and to 
highlight the policy implications of the studies in core areas of the National Food Policy.  
 
The workshop will be organized in six sessions including interactive discussions. In addition 
to the inaugural session, the remaining sessions will focus on the findings of the studies 
being undertaken under the Programme Research and Challenge Fund facilities. The 
sessions will be organized around specific research themes that are grouped within the four 
food security dimensions.  
 
We know Bangladesh is very much susceptible to food insecurity  in the aspect of high 
prices of food materials, and low production of crops  due to natural calamities. Not only in 
Bangladesh, the whole world is now under threat of food insecurity due to ecological factor, 
over population burden of the world and distraction of food crops into biofuels raw materials. 
From this short point of view, assurance of food security for the present situation as well as 
for the near future is an urgent issue to the Government of Bangladesh. So the research 
topics that have been taken for facilitating food security are time demanded and the 
researchers through their sincere devotion could play a vital role  to relief the country from 
the threaten of insecurity of food. I do hope that this opinion shearing seminar among 
different stakeholders would be helpful to enrich the  findings of the researchers .    
 
I gratefully thank the Hon’ble Additional Secretary, Ministry of Food and Disaster 
Management for his kind presence as chief guest in the inaugural session despite his busy 
schedule. I also thank our Special Guest Mr. Ad Spijkers, FAO Representative in 
Bangladesh for his kind presence and support. Thanks to Guests of Honour, His Excellency 
Mr. Stefan Frowein, Ambassador and Head of Delegation of the European Commission in 
Bangladesh and Mr. Carey N. Gordon, Deputy Mission Director of USAID Bangladesh for 
their kind presence here today and for their continued support to the program. 
 
I also would like to thank honorable Joint secretary and DG, FPMU-in -charge, for help in 
arranging this workshop and chairing the inaugural session. Mr. Kostas Stamoulis, Chief, 
ESAE, FAO, Rome, Dr Mahabub Hossain, Executive Director, BRAC and Mr. B. K. Nandi, 
Senior Food and Nutrition Officer, FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, Bangkok, 
Thailand and others who will be chairing the technical sessions of the workshop, deserve 
special thanks and appreciation. My sincere thanks go the Chief Technical Advisor of 
NFPCSP Mr. Ciro Fiorillo for successfully carrying out the activities of the NFPCSP program 
up to this point of time. I thank all research organizations and the research scientists for 
taking active part in the research initiative of the project. Nearly 350 participants from 
different organizations have been invited in this workshop. Your presence here today in large 
numbers is a true reflection of the research zeal that you have. I look forward to seeing that 
the research studies being funded under this NFPCSP Programme will make significant 
contribution towards better informed policy and decision making in effectively implementing 
the National Food Policy and its Plan of Action.  
 
I would particularly thank our friends from the media for coming to the workshop and would 
urge upon them to make a wide coverage of our today’s event in print and electronic media. 
 
I welcome you all again and would conclude my speech by expressing my deep confidence 
that your contribution to the discussion and brain storming will make the workshop a great 
success. 
 
Thank you all once again. 
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Annex 4: Address by Guest of Honour, by Mr. Carey N. Gordon, Acting Mission 
Director, USAID/Bangladesh 
 
Additional Secretary of the Ministry of Food and Disaster Management, Mr. A.K.M Abdul 
Awal Mazumder,  
Director General of Food Planning & Monitoring Unit, Ministry of Food and Disaster 
Management, Mr. Md. Shafikul Islam,  
and other distinguished Government of Bangladesh officials,  
FAO/Bangladesh Representative Mr. Ad Spijkers, 
Ambassador and Head of Delegation of the European Commission Bangladesh, Mr. Stefan 
Frowein, 
Mr. Ciro Fiorillo, Chief Technical Advisor, NFPCSP, 
Food security researchers, analysts, and policy makers, 
Distinguished participants: ladies and gentlemen. 
 
Good Morning.  
 
Thank you for inviting USAID here today. USAID is very pleased to support, with the 
European Union, the Food Policy Project, which helps fund the research which has brought 
us here today .  
 
Ensuring food security for all continues to be a development challenge for Bangladesh, 
particularly in the face of increases in the cost  of food grains and other food items. Studies 
and research both at the policy and operational levels play an important role in addressing 
the challenge of food security. It is important to deliver analytical, advisory, and capacity-
building services on the subjects of public food stocks and distribution systems, and on the 
monitoring of regional and global food grain markets, which are closely linked to the food 
security of the poor and vulnerable populations of the country.         
 
The National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Program (NFPCSP) is designed to 
contribute to Bangladesh’s capacity to research, formulate, review and implement a 
comprehensive, equitable, gender-sensitive, and pro-poor National Food Policy. Through the 
mechanism of awarding small research grants, the NFPCSP has been successful in 
increasing involvement of Government of Bangladesh stakeholders, research centers, 
universities, civil society organizations, and non-government organizations in action-oriented 
research on food policy and food security issues including availability of food, access-to-
food, and food utilization for nutrition. Your research efforts inform and enrich the 
implementation of the National Food Policy.          
 
I am very pleased to learn that the purpose of the workshop beginning today is to share and 
review preliminary findings of food security research studies conducted under the National 
Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Program. The workshop will facilitate validation of 
various research findings and help fine-tune research findings. I am hopeful that this 
workshop will educate policy makers, administrators, and researchers on the various factors 
affecting food security and inter-linkages amongst the factors. Participants will have the 
opportunity to openly review and analyze the implications of the research findings for 
attainment of the food security goals of the nation.  The workshop will elicit participant’s 
independent views on research findings.    
 
Finally, I wish you every success in this workshop.  I hope that the workshop will result in 
useful recommendations to strengthen the ability of the Government of Bangladesh to better 
define and implement Bangladesh’s food security policy agenda. 
 
Thank you. 
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Annex 5: Speech of Guest of Honour H.E. Mr. Stefan Frowein, Ambassador and 
Head, European Delegation in Bangladesh 
 
Honourable Chief Guest, Additional Secretary, Mr AKM Abdul Awal Mazumdar,  
Guests of honour and Special guest, 
Workshop participants from NGOs and Research Institutes 
Dear colleagues and friends 
Members of the press 
All other participants 
 
Assalamu Allaikum and a very good morning to you all. 
 
It is my pleasure and honour to be invited to this important workshop jointly organized by the 
Food Planning and Monitoring Unit and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, within the framework of the National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening 
Programme jointly supported by USAID and the European Commission.   
 
Seven months ago a workshop was organized at the occasion of the start of research 
activities  supported by the NFPCSP programme. We are here again today for this important 
workshop where government officials and key representatives and members of the civil 
society and academics are meeting to discuss the initial findings of on-going research 
activities.   
 
Food security, translated into the Millennium Development Goal 1, is among the most 
challenging issues since it is a human right (as foreseen in the Universal Declaration) which 
remains far from being granted to each and everyone.  The current international food price 
crisis is here to remind us that our continuous efforts are necessary, if we are to achieve the 
objective of halving hunger by 2015.  
 
The European Union, through its member States and the European Commission, has a long 
experience of fighting food insecurity. Since the beginning of its partnership with 
Bangladesh, EC has been an active partner by the side of the Government and Civil Society. 
 
The EC supports interventions covering the three dimensions of food security : availability, 
access and utilization. These interventions include programmes in the field of rural 
development and agriculture, safety nets as well as enabling policies. The EC has chosen to 
work with the Government and Civil Society. We do so because we believe that both have 
their respective roles and comparative advantages, but also because they are 
interdependent and therefore need each other.  
 
This workshop is one of the many means by which the National Food Policy Capacity 
Strengthening Programme is fostering dialogue and collaboration within and between the 
Government and the Civil Society. It is a platform for the Government and Civil Society to 
build up a strategy and work together.  
 
The large and active participation in the last workshops is a clear encouragement in this 
respect. We do believe that this workshop will also be very successful. It is only by 
embedding policies in sound and clear analysis, based on relevant research, that 
Bangladesh will be able to reinforce an enabling environment for sustainable food security in 
the country. 
 
We trust that discussions during this workshop will prove that the rigorous process through 
which research needs were identified and research proposals selected will result in high 
quality outcomes that will enrich the policy dialogue amongst all stakeholders. We also trust 
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that the second round of research activities, for which proposals are under review, will 
provide an outcome of equal quality.   
 
 
I wish you all a fruitful workshop. Thank you very much. 
 
 
Annex 6: Address by Special Guest Mr Ad Spijkers, FAO Representative in 
Bangladesh 
 
Mr Chairman and Honourable Chief Guest, Mr.A.K.M Abdul Awal Mazumber, Additional 
Secretary, MoFDM 
Distinguished representatives from partner ministries  
Partners from the EC and USAID  
Distinguished Experts from Universities/Research Institutions/NGOs  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
It is a great pleasure for me to participate in this important platform for dialogue on food 
security research and the National Food Policy of Bangladesh.  
 

This opportunity for dialogue comes at a critical juncture when the recent changes in the 
global food security environment - soaring food and energy prices, climate changes - have 
put agriculture and food security back at the heart of the development policy debate.   
 
Within less than one year, Bangladesh has been affected by two consecutive floods, a 
devastating cyclone, and is being confronted, like many other countries in the region and the 
world, with continued food price inflation.  This places new and tremendous challenges on 
achieving and the World Summit goal of halving the number of hungry by 2015 and the 
National Food Policy (2006) goals of securing food availability, food access and improving 
the nutrition welfare of all people.  
 
The Government of Bangladesh is currently deploying all efforts to secure an adequate 
availability of food grains in domestic markets and to protect low income and vulnerable 
people’s access to food through widening the scope of public food distribution operations 
and other social safety nets.  However, commensurate and sustained actions are also 
needed, in both the short term, medium term and long term to guarantee the sustainability of 
food grain production efforts, to support small and marginal farmers, to reduce vulnerability 
to natural disasters, to diversify food production and diets and ensure balanced nutrition and 
safe food for all.  
 
This means that concerted, coordinated and informed food security policy –decisions are 
needed, more than ever, to maintain a careful balance between addressing short term 
and longer term needs, and to ensure that progress towards a particular a particular 
objective is not achieved to the detriment of the other. In the short term, the main priority are: 

- up scaling safety nets up to the level required for ensuring access to food by the 
poor,  

- ensuring the availability of key agricultural inputs are key requirement.  
 
In the medium and long term it is essential to have in place the comprehensive set of 
interventions required for: 

- ensuring adequate food availability first of all by substantially improving agricultural 
productivity  

- ensuring physical, social and economic access by enhancing income of the poor and 
enhancing effectiveness of safety nets  
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- improving food utilization with focus to ensure adequate nutritional status for all 
 

Since 2006, the FAO, through the technical assistance of the NFPCSP, funded by the EC 
and USAID, has been supporting the Government of Bangladesh towards implementing and 
monitoring the National Food Policy (2006) in a coordinated and informed manner. 
  

Out of this assistance, the Plan of Action (2008-2015) of the National Food Policy has been 
prepared through an extensive consultation process between the Ministry of Food and 
Disaster Management, partner ministries and development partners. This provides the 
comprehensive framework needed for effective short and longer term interventions. It is also 
a key reference for aligning development partners support to national priorities. 
 

The document, which hopefully will be approved very soon, is expected to provide a core 
reference for streamlining and coordinating food security interventions and their monitoring. 
 

We are here today to take stock and discuss the interim findings of 22 research projects 
funded under the NFPCSP Research Grant Initiative in support of the implementation and 
National Food Policy and its Plan of Action.  
 

All these projects share a common objective: to provide policy-makers with a better 
understanding of the issues and needs for policy action in various strategic areas of 
intervention set forth in the NFP and its Plan of Action. While all of these projects might not 
be necessarily linked to the most pressing concerns of policy-makers, they shall remind us 
that food security policy challenges in Bangladesh are multi-faceted and that each of 
them requires appropriate responses. The project is now in the process of selecting an 
additional set of research proposals which we plan to select and start implementing before 
the end of the year.  
 

I trust that the discussions today will contribute to strengthen the links between food security 
research and policy. 
 

On this occasion, I wish to reiterate FAO’s commitment to accompany and support the 
Government of Bangladesh, in collaboration with partners, in its efforts to address both the 
immediate and longer term food security challenges.  
 
Thanks to all. 
 
 
Annex 7: Address by the Chief Guest,  Mr. A.K.M. Abdul Awal Mazumder, 
Additional Secretary, Ministry of Food and Disaster Management   
 
Mr. Chairman of the inaugural session, Mr. Mohammad Shafiqul Islam, Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of Food and Disaster Management and Director General, FPMU, 
FAO Representative in Bangladesh, Mr. Ad Spijkers, 
the Guest of Honor His Excellency Mr. Stefan Frowein, Ambassador and Head of the EC 
Delegation to Bangladesh 
and Mr. Carey Gordon, acting Mission Director, USAID Dhaka, 
Mr. Ciro Fiorillo, 
fellow colleagues from the MoFDM and partner ministries, 
distinguished researchers from Bangladesh, 
guests and experts from other national and international organizations,  
representatives from different media, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
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Assalamu Alaikum and Good Morning to you all! 
 
1. It is my great pleasure to be in your midst in today’s Workshop planned for the next two 
days entitled “Research in Support of the National Food Policy : Review of Preliminary 
Findings. 
 
2. The Bangladesh National Food Policy 2006 is the result of the interaction of many 
policies. It was developed and formulated by the Ministry of Food and Disaster Management 
within a multi-sectoral context, after a long span of interaction between various stakeholders, 
namely partner ministries, international agencies and development partners. Its ultimate goal 
is to ensure a dependable food security system for all people for all times. The Government 
of Bangladesh is firmly committed to achieve food security as ratified at the World Food 
Summit 1996 and the Millennium Summit 2000. These provisions are explicitly reflected in 
all the development plans of the GoB. 
 
3. Bangladesh has made a commendable progress in food production which increased 
nearly 3 times since independence, outpacing the population growth to double. With this 
growth in food production, the food market scenario in Bangladesh has undergone dramatic 
changes over the last decades, moving from a system involving large scale government 
interventions in rice and wheat market to a more market oriented system with public food 
distribution increasingly targeted towards regions, communities and households in most in 
need. Foodgrain availability from domestic production and import, increased at the national 
level which is being successfully maintained overcoming the repeated natural disasters like 
floods and cyclones. However, a large proportion of the population, especially the children 
and their mothers, still suffer from poor state of nutrition and health. The focus of the 
government policy has therefore expanded to include major efforts towards improved 
nutrition. Given policy has therefore expanded to include major efforts towards improved 
nutrition. Given the current level of poverty and the current food price situation, these factors 
create a complex environment for national food and nutrition security. 
 
4. Continued population pressure, rising levels of rural under – and underemployment, less-
than-expected increases in food output, rising cost s of food and other essential 
commodities, energy and fertilizers, and depending concerns about nutritional adequacy and 
availability of a variety of foods, have pointed towards the need for the integration of 
agricultural and related policies with consumption issues. 
 
5. It is also being increasingly realized that food policy should encompass a wide array of 
policies and programmes not solely focused on food. These are employment, income 
distribution, population growth, health, inflation, land tenure, trade, marketing and related 
areas. Food policy analysts are aware of the crucial importance of these interfaces. Yet it 
has been difficult to bring them into play to improve the food production and distribution 
system in the country. 
 
6. The lesson learnt from the highly volatile global food market than has affected millions of 
people of the poor developing countries last year and in the context of the global warning 
that food and food price situations are unlikely to improve in the nest one or two year, the 
Government of Bangladesh has given utmost importance to agricultural production, as 
diversified as possible with rice being the first priority, to make the country self-sufficient in 
food. Food security has thus become a prime issue for Bangladesh as is the case with many 
other developing countries thriving on subsistence agriculture. 
 
7. Food security research is therefore is a need of the day to find ways and means to 
improve food security in the country and to make better informed policy making in 
implementing the National Food Policy and its ensuring Plans of Action. 
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8. It is timely and appropriate at this juncture that the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations in collaboration with the FPMU of the Ministry of Food and Disaster 
Management and the policy and planning wings of 11 partner ministries are implementing 
the National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme (NFPCSP). The Programme is 
supported by the European Commission and USAID. 
 
9. It is certainly gratifying that in order to enrich and inform the National Food Policy and in 
support of its implementation, the NFPCSP is promoting socio-economic research on a 
broad range of food security issues and policies related to food availability, access, and 
utilization for nutrition, as well as cross-cutting issues such as gender, governance, 
environment and infrastructure under its Research Grant Initiative. 
 
10. At present, some 22 research studies are being conducted by academic institutions and 
other research organizations under NFPCSP funding. A good deal of progress has been 
done in these research studies started at the end of last year. The present workshop has 
been arranged to review the preliminary findings of the studies. On a larger scale, I expect 
that the research studies would pave the way of improve knowledge on the operation of both 
national and household economies towards improving food security, identifying the impact of 
existing and newer technologies, infrastructure, and institutions on poor and vulnerable 
households in poor, vulnerable and disadvantaged regions of Bangladesh. The information 
would help improve the capacity of policy makers through debate with civil society 
organizations on policy options to improve food security and nutrition. 
 
11. There is need to perceive the benefits of research and examine the effects of research 
and development (R & D) on food security and validate that Bangladesh is indeed benefiting 
from these investments. 
 
12. I understand that this workshop is being attended by a large number of participants from 
over 20 research/civil society organizations engaged in quality research on strategic food 
security policy related issues. I am confident that a collective effort in research by these 
organizations facilitated by the NFPCSP would add enormously to the body of knowledge so 
crucial to informed policy making. The mid way review of the preliminary findings of the 
studies would make it possible to assess if the studies are going in the right track and 
whether any modification are necessary   in the methodological tools to make the research 
more meaningful and useful. 
 
13. I wish the workshop all success and I am confident that the workshop outcomes will 
provide value addition to the research being conducted, that will in turn strengthen informed 
policy making in effective implementation of the National Food Policy and its Plan of Action. I 
understand that a Plan of Action for the National Food Policy has been finalized by MoFDM 
in a very participatory manner in collaboration with partner ministries and the civil society 
with technical assistance of the FAO-NFPCSP. The plan is now awaiting final approval of the 
Government. 
 
14. I thank the organizers for inviting me to this workshop as the Chief Guest, I now declare 
the Workshop open. Thank you all, thank you. 
 
 
Annex 8 : Address by the Chair, Mr Md Shafiqul Islam, Director General 
(Acting), FPMU, MoFDM 
 
Hon’ble Chairman of this inaugural session Mr Abdul Awal Mazumdar, Additional Secretary, 
Ministry of Food and Disaster Management 
Special Guest Mr. Ad Spijkers, FAO Representative in Bangladesh 
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Guests of Honour, His Excellency Mr. Stefan Frowein, Ambassador and Head of  
Delegation of the European Commission in Bangladesh and 
Mr. Carey Gordon, Deputy Mission Director of USAID Bangladesh 
Mr. Kostas Stamoulis, Head of ESAE, FAO Headquarters, Rome 
Distinguished research scientists,  
fellow colleagues from the ministries representative from civil society organizations,  
Ladies and Gentlemen:  
 
A very good morning to you all on behalf of the Food Planning and Monitoring Unit of the 
Ministry of Food and Disaster Management. It is a great pleasure for me to chair this very 
important event to discuss the NFPCSP funded research in support of the National Food 
Policy.   
 
The National Food Policy, approved by the Cabinet in August 2006, was formulated by the 
MoFDM to ensure, in coordination with the partner Ministries, development partners and 
NGOs, a dependable food security for all people of Bangladesh at all times.  
 
The Food Planning and Monitoring Unit of the MoFDM is mandated to assist the Food 
Planning and Monitoring Committee (FPMC) with the monitoring of food security situation 
and implementation of food security interventions.  
 
With the assistance of the NFPCSP and in collaboration with partner ministries, the FPMU 
has actively contributed to the development of the National Food Policy Plan of Action for the 
period 2008-2015, which is expected to provide the necessary strategic guidance for a 
coordinated implementation of the National Food Policy and monitoring of progress towards 
its three core objectives: 
  
(i) Adequate and stable supply of safe and nutritious food  
(ii) Increased purchasing power and access to food of all people 
(iii) Adequate nutrition for all individuals, specially women and children  
 
As stressed by the National Food Policy, research has a critical role to play in this process, 
because: 
  
“To develop, update and successfully implement the food policy, the policy makers need a 
clear appreciation of the options at their disposal and the likely result of their choices”.  
 
And therefore (let me quote again the NFP),  
 
“The food policy analysts and researchers will look ahead through continued research and 
analysis to predict what kind of information policy makers are likely to need in the future”  
 
National Food Policy (2006), Section E. 
 
The current situation of soaring food prices is affecting the food security of the people, 
particularly the poor in developing countries. In Bangladesh, the price of rice has increased 
by almost 50% during the last year, affecting the food security and nutrition of the common 
man. The people are being forced to spend a greater portion of their limited income on rice 
and very little on other food and non-food items. As stressed earlier by many of distinguished 
speakers of this inaugural session, the new food security environment in which Bangladesh 
finds herself places new constraints on the achievement of NFP goals. Food security policy 
decisions are becoming more complex, and need to be grounded on solid evidence. 
  
As part of its Research Grant Initiative, the FAO-NFPCSP, supported by EC and USAID has 
been supporting 22 research projects which are expected to provide policy-makers with 
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valuable evidence and actionable recommendations to support the implementation of the 
NFP and achieving food security in all its dimensions.  
 
Since the last workshop organized on 5 and 6 December 2007, the FPMU, MoFDM, as well 
as representatives of other partner ministries, had the opportunity to actively participate in 
various meetings and seminars facilitated by the NFPCSP to discuss with the research grant 
awardees, the objectives and interim findings of their work.  
 
These interactions prove very useful in promoting a better understanding of research goals 
and how research can best address the concerns of food security policy-makers and 
practitioners.     
 
I am extremely pleased to see that such a large group of experts and personalities 
representing the government, non-government organizations and development practitioners 
gathered today to continue this dialogue and I trust that it will a source of  valuable 
suggestions and recommendations.  
 
I thank you all for your kind presence in this workshop. I particularly thank our Chief Guest, 
Mr.A.K.M Abdul Awal Mazumder, for his encouragement. I wish to also thank the 
distinguished professional experts who have kindly responded to our invitation to this 
workshop.  
 
I thank Mr Ad Spjkers, FAO Representative in Bangladesh and Special Guest, as well as Mr. 
Ciro Fiorillo and his team of experts, for the technical support and guidance given. Let me 
finally thank EC, USAID and other Development Partners whose presence here today is 
greatly appreciated. 
Thank you all again. 
 
 
 
 
 


